1925: ALLEXBY LEAVES EGYPT
At the same time Their Excellencies were inundated
with invitations to farewell parties and receptions in their
honour.
The shortage of the time at their disposal made
it impossible for them to accept more than a few of
these invitations. They confined themselves, as regards
Egyptians, to official dinner-parties at the Palace and with
the Prime Minister, to a luncheon-party with Sarwat Pasha
and to an afternoon reception at the Continental Hotel
organized by Mohamed Pasha Sherei, Mabrouk Pasha
Fahmy, and Saleh Pasha Lamloun.
At the last three the most cordial of speeches were
exchanged; and the third of these, the afternoon reception,
wras pronounced by competent judges one of the most
remarkable events of its kind seen in Egypt within living
memory. Over fifteen hundred persons attended, all but
two hundred of them Egvptians; and of the latter a
considerable proportion were provincial notables, wTho had
in many cases themselves applied for invitations. Lord
Allenby spoke to or shook hands with them all, and the
warmth of their feelings was patent. The fact indeed that
they had come long distances, in large numbers, and without
fear of possible consequences was a striking proof of the
change in spirit which had been so noticeable a feature of
the final phase of His Lordship's w^ork.
On the day of Lord Allenby *s departure from Cairo
large and manifestly friendly crowds lined the streets. The
scene at the station itself was impressive. The gathering
there, which it had been found necessary to limit by the
issue of tickets, was the most representative of its kind
which has taken place within the memory of those present;
and the many Egyptians of whom Lord and Lady Allenby
have by their personal charm made close personal friends
were ill able to conceal their emotion.
The special train to Port Said was stopped by request
at Benha and Zagazig in order that notables might deliver
speeches of farewell. Finally, the British community of
Port Said organized a luncheon-party for Their Excellencies
prior to their embarkation.
During their last week in Egypt Lord and Lady Allenlby
set themselves personally to answer all the messages which